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- Provided that no order of such cancellation shall be made without giving
such person an opportunity of being heard.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “licensing authority”
means the officer who for the time being in force is issuing or renewing such
licence or certificate of competency or permit or such other authorisation.]

" 151. Cognizance of offences.—No Court shall take cognizance of an offence
punishable under this Act except upon a complaint in writing made by
Appropriate Government or Appropriate Commission or any of their officer
authorised by them or a Chief Electrical Inspector or an Electrical Inspector or
licensee or the generating company, as the case may be, for this purpose.

![Provided that the Court may also take cognizance of an offence
punishable under this act upon a report of a police officer filed under Section
173 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

Provided further than a Special Court constituted under Section 153 shall
be competent to take cognizance of an offence without the accused being
committed to it for trial.]

2[151-A. Power of police to investigate.—For the purposes of investigation
of an offence punishable under this Act the police officer shall have all the
powers as provided in Chapter XXI of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2
of 1974).

151-B. Certain offences to be cognizabale and non-bailable.—
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973
(2 of 1974) an offence punishable under Sections 135 to 140 or Section 150 shall be
cognizable and non-bailable.]

152. Compounding of offences.—(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), the Appropriate Government
or any officer authorised by it in this behalf may accept from any consumer or
person who committed or who is reasonably suspected of having committed an
offence of theft of electricity punishable under this Act, a sum of money by way

of compounding of the offence as specified in the Table below :

TABLE

Rate at which the sum of money for
compounding to be collected per
Kilowatt (KW)/Horse Power (HP) or
part thereof for Low Tension (LT) supply
and per Kilo Volt Ampere (KVA) of
contracted demand for High Tension
(HT)

/ Nature of Service

1 2

. Industrial Service twenty thousand rupees;
ten thousand rupees;

two thousand rupees;

. Commercial Service
. Agricultural Service

= W

. Other Services four thousand rupees:

1. Ins. by Act No. 26 of 2007, Section 15 (w.e.f..15.6.2007).
2. Ins by Act No. 26 of 2007, Section 16 (w.e.f. 15.6.2007),
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Provided that the Appropriate Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, amend the rates specified in the Table above.

(2) On payment of the sum of money in accordance with sub-section (1), any
person in custody in connection with that offence shall be set at liberty and no
proceedings shall be instituted or continued against such consumer or person in
any Criminal Court.

(3) The acceptance of the sum of money for compounding an offence in
accordance with sub-section (1) by the Appropriate Government or an officer
empowered in this behalf shall be deemed to amount to an acquittal within the
meaning of Section 300 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974).

(4] The compounding of an offence under sub-section (1) shall be allowed
only onee for any person or consumer.

PART XV
SPECIAL COURTS
. 153. Constitution of Special Courts.—(1) The State Government may, for
the purposes of providing speedy trial of offences referred to in 1[Sections 135 to
140 and Section 150], by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute as many
Special Courts as may be necessary for such area or areas, as may be specified in
the notification.

(2) A Special Court shall consist of a single Judge who shall be appointed
by the State Government with the concurrence of the High Court.

(3) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as a Judge of a Special
Court unless he was, immediately before such appointment, as Additional
District and Sessions Judge.

- (4) Where the office of the Judge of a Special Court is vacant, or such Judge
is absent from the ordinary place of sitting of such Special Court, or he is
incapacitated by illness or otherwise for the performance of his duties, any
urgent business in the Special Court shall be disposed of—

(a) by aJudge, if any, exercising jurisdiction in the Special Court;

(b) where there is no such other Judge available, in accordance with
the direction of District and Sessions Judge having jurisdiction over
the ordinary place of sitting of Special Court, as notified under sub-
section (1).

154. Procedure and power of Special Court.—(1) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), every offence
punishable under 2[Sections 135 to 140 and Section 150] shall be triable only by
the Special Court within whose jurisdiction such offence has been committed.

(2) Where it appears to any Court in the course of any inquiry or trial that
an offence punishable under 3[Sections 135 to 140 and Section 150] in respect of
any offence that the case is one which is triable by a Special Court constituted

1. Subs. by Act No. 26 of 2007, Section 17 [w.e.f. 15.6.2007).

2. The words and figures, “Sections 135 to 139", subs. by Act No. 26 of 2007, Section 18 (i) {w.e.f.
15.6.2007).

3. The words and figures, “Sections 135 to 139", subs. by Act No. 26 of 2007, Section 18 [i] (w.ef.

15.6.2007).
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